ALL THIS AND INTERNET TOO: EXPERIMENTING WITH THE XPORT

One of the most expensive add-ons I’ve purchased for my Protoboard is the Xport from
Lantronix. This $100 device is essentially a UDS10/100 built into a single Ethernet
connector. It interconnects between a serial connection (to the Propeller) and an
Ethernet connection. Recently, Uncommon projects built something called yBox TV,
which is a Propeller based device that connects between the Internet and your TV. There
is source code to do everything from display time/weather to displaying images from the
Internet on your Prop. yBox is simple to duplicate if you have an Xport handy.
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A few things to note: First of all, the Xport draws a lot of current, about 200ma. This is
more than your entire Protoboard does with all the other add-ons I’ve mentioned. You
may want to heatsink the voltage regulators on your Protoboard if you intend to use this
long-term. Also, the documentation for Xport recommends that it be attached to an inch
of copper. (on the perf board) The Sparkfun ethernet breakout isn’t designed with extra
copper, so a heatsink on the Xport might not be a bad idea either. In spite of a little heat,
I had no problems with the unit being hooked up for a couple hours without issue.
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